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Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
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1.  Opening  
 
Meeting 823 was held virtually, due to concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  Vice Chair Lyon 
opened the meeting at 9:33 a.m.  She invited the members to review the reports that were distributed 
previously and to email any questions or comments to the staff.   
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2.  Minutes of Meeting 822 
 
The minutes of Meeting 822, held 12 March 2020, were approved by affirmation with minor amendments. 
 
[Please note that all upcoming meetings were scheduled prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all are 
subject to change as warranted.] 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) received an inquiry about Russian 
names that are shown (in the Roman alphabet) on Chart 16003, which includes part of Wrangel Island in the 
Russian Federation.  Palmer put Wallace in touch with an expert who confirmed the names.  NOAA will 
apply the name Chicherina Sand Bar on future editions of the chart (the Approved Name recorded in the 
GEOnet Names Server (GNS) is Rosa Chichërina). 
 
The BGN FY19 Annual Report has been approved by the Full Board.  Many thanks go to Forrest for her 
hard work completing the report. 
  
The BGN Full Board plans to meet virtually on Tuesday, 21 April 2020. 
 
The annual conference of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA), originally scheduled 
for 23-27 June in Portland, Oregon, has been cancelled due to uncertainties and concerns about the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
The Foreign Names Committee (FNC) staff have continued to upload past meeting minutes, country 
policies, and other documents to the GNS.  FNC staff is in full telework mode.  Geographic Names 
Database (GNDB) production continues although at a reduced rate.  The GNS continues to be updated on a 
weekly basis. 
 
The GNDB/GNS agile IT modernization activity continues.  A day-long Release Planning Event (RPE) 
meeting with the developers from Esri occurs every ten weeks.  The most recent, RPE 23, was held on 
March 31, 2020.  Initial Operating Capability is expected in June 2021. 
 
The final draft of the report of the 33rd joint meeting between the BGN and the Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN) has been completed and will be submitted for 
approval at the upcoming Full Board meeting. 
 
Palmer’s planned visit to the PCGN staff and the Defence Geographic Centre (DGC) in May 2020 will not 
occur.  As part of an analyst exchange, PCGN staff plan to visit the FNC staff at NGA in the fall of 2020. 
DGC staff may also participate. 
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FNC Meeting 402 is scheduled for 9 June 2020.  Details on whether and how this meeting might be 
conducted are to be determined. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
There was no report. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel thanked the members, deputies, and staff for participating in the virtual meetings and for helping 
to ensure that the DNC’s work continues.  He welcomed any feedback regarding the format of the meetings.  
 
DNC staff is close to a final draft of an updated hardcopy proposal form; once complete, it will be shared 
with the members for comment.  Staff is meeting weekly to review and revise the existing online and 
hardcopy forms.   
 
Guempel will initiate discussions with the Census Bureau regarding the development of a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the maintenance of certain feature classes in GNIS. 
 
Discussions continue with staff and developers at the USGS National Geospatial Technology Operations 
Center (NGTOC) in Denver, as part of a Published Map Products and Services (PMPS) review.  The 
discussions thus far have focused on GNIS development needs; dynamic mapping; GNIS‐Hydro conflation; 
GNIS disconnects with other data themes (hydrography, boundaries, structures, transportation); landforms 
collection; and the timeline and impact of the transition from Oracle to PostgreSQL.  GNIS tools 
modernization is ongoing and the involvement of the BGN Secretariat in developer meetings has greatly 
increased.  The transition to new tools is scheduled to be completed in FY21.  
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 439 is nearly complete and will include 73 new names and name changes.  Of these 
proposals, 26 are for features in and adjacent to Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  Once the Review 
List is posted online, staff will send notices to the governments and Tribal Historic Preservation Offices of 
the 574 federally recognized tribes.  
 
The State Department inquired about the Extended Continental Shelf Project and naming of undersea 
features off the north coast of Alaska.  Runyon provided information on the role of the DNC and the BGN’s 
Advisory Committee on Undersea Features in naming features in this area. 
 
In lieu of the annual COGNA meeting, the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) is planning a two-
day meeting 9-10 October in Portland.  The first day would comprise a discussion of tribal geographic name 
issues and the OGNB fall meeting.  The second day would be a toponymic tour of the Willamette Valley 
(planning for the tour was already underway and the OGNB wishes to show support for the bus and catering 
companies which were already contracted for the trip).  All BGN members are welcome, but there will be 
no monthly DNC meeting, State Names Authority reports, nor a State-Federal Roundtable.  
 
The Director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources emailed the DNC staff to inquire about the 
status of efforts to re-establish a Colorado State Geographic Names Authority. 
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Maryland State Delegate Mosby’s resolution, “to establish a group to inform Maryland’s governor, General 
Assembly, state archives, geological survey and Department of Natural Resources of a new name for Negro 
Mountain by the end of the year” did not proceed past a first hearing and was referred back to committee, 
which subsequently adjourned early due to COVID-19 concerns.  As such, the effort is presumed to be on 
hold until the 2020-21 legislative session.  DNC staff has continued to discuss the historic use of other 
names for the feature with the Maryland State Names Authority and the Maryland Historical Trust. 
 
The Vermont Board of Libraries, which serves as the Vermont State Names Authority, asked about the 
process for naming a State Natural Area; they were advised that these are administrative features and not 
under the purview of the BGN. 
 
Members inquired whether the Department of the Interior Solicitor’s Office had provided any guidance 
regarding the request by Constellation Brands, Inc. for the BGN to revisit its decision approving To Kalon 
Creek.  Staff responded that the reply focused on the validity of the trademark rather than the defensibility 
of the DNC’s actions, and suggested that the DNC should evaluate the issues within its own policies and 
procedures. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
GNIS staff continues to update Census records in GNIS as they are received.  The Census Bureau is sending 
files each week until it completes its work. 
 
McCormick is preparing a proposal to be presented to the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) Data 
Product Review Board (DPRB) regarding the maintenance of administrative feature names in GNIS; she 
expects to complete it in the next month.  She will also meet with other data teams to make them aware of 
the DPRB proposal and its consequences. 
 
The collection of landform polygons is ongoing and new data is being submitted and reviewed.  The 
expected conversion of the gazetteer database (GNIS) from Oracle to PostgreSQL will not take place until 
FY21. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested parties - 

none 
 
Change Seduction Point (FID 1414582) to Ayiklutu, Alaska (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   17  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
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II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Change Squaw Lake (FID 638677) to Point Lake, Michigan (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve this change, citing the lack of local and State support, as 
well as concern that the proposed replacement name did not accurately describe the feature. 
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                1  against 
                   4  abstentions 
 
Change Squaw Cove (FID 872724) to Pocahontas Cove, New Hampshire (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the change, citing the lack of local, State, or Tribal 
support, and because there was no association between Pocahontas and the area of the country that would 
become the State of New Hampshire. 
 
 Vote:   17  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
Change Dead Negro Draw (FID 1334143) to Buffalo Soldier Draw, McCrary Draw, or Shootout 
Valley, Texas (Review Lists 437, 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change to Buffalo Soldier Draw. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Webb Creek, Georgia (Review List 437) (FID 2806590) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Freidhof Creek, Iowa (Review List 438) (FID 2806592) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
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Damon Lake, Michigan (Review List 436) (FID 2806593) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Change Fosdic Lake (FID 1336073) to Fosdick Lake, Texas (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Turtle Creek, Georgia (Review List 438) (FID 2806591) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Heritage Creek, Texas (Review List 438) (FID 2806594) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   18  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Nason Bach and Wald Bach, Washington (Review List 432) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the names, citing concerns regarding the generic term and 
the issue of commercial promotion. 
  
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                3  against 
                   0  abstentions 
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5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace reported that the Full Board is planning to meet virtually on 21 April.  She will ask members to 
confirm their attendance to ensure there will be a quorum, and will also send out a Google Hangouts 
invitation.   
 
In light of the cancellation of this year’s COGNA meeting, Runyon raised the possibility of hosting a virtual 
meeting for BGN members, staff, State Names Authorities, and other interested parties to discuss topics that 
would typically be raised during the State-Federal Roundtable.  
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 14 May 2020, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.  (The meeting may be held virtually due to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
       (signed)    
       _____________________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
April 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to 
the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were 
given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were received regarding a proposal, it is 
presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 

Change Seduction Point (FID 1414582) to Ayiklutu, Alaska 
(Review List 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=59.0825&p_longi=-
135.3063889&fid=1414582 
 

 
* Contacted or received by Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK BGN) 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Seduction Point, a cape in Haines Borough, to Ayiklutu, the 
traditional Tlingit name for the feature.  Ayiklutu is translated as “small point of a larger point” or “point 
inside of it,” which describes the cape.  The cape is in Chilkat State Park at the southern tip of the Chilkat 
Peninsula where Chilkat Inlet and Chilkoot Inlet merge to form Lynn Canal.  The cape lies outside the 
boundaries of the Tongass National Forest but is depicted on U.S. Forest Service maps. 
 
The cape was named in 1794 by Captain George Vancouver, who gave the reason “in consequence of the 
artful character of the Indians who are said to reside in its neighbourhood.”  The GNIS entry, citing The 
Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (Orth, 1967), notes “named because of the designing nature of the 
Indians whom Joseph Whidbey encountered here, July 16, 1794.”   
 
The change is proposed by the Chilkoot Indian Association (Haines), which states that the current name has 
an “ugly origin.”  There are several Tlingit accounts of an early encounter between military men, probably 
British sailors, and Native women.  One account is that a Kaagwaantaan woman was raped at this spot by 
British sailors and the place name evokes anger (David Henry, Across the Shaman’s River: John Muir, the 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Haines Borough * X
State Names Authority Alaska X
Federal Agency NOAA X

USFS X
Tribes X
Other Chilkat Indian Village * X

Sealaska Corporation * X
Central Council Tlingit-Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska * X
Alaska Native Language Center * X
Alaska State Parks * X
Six Haines residents * X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=59.0825&p_longi=-135.3063889&fid=1414582
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=59.0825&p_longi=-135.3063889&fid=1414582
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Tlingit Stronghold, and the Opening of the North, 2017, pp. 38-40).  Another account has three wives raped 
and killed by military men who put the bodies in a cave while their husbands were away hunting seals. 
 
The proponent adds, “A Kaagwaantaan woman was raped at this spot by British sailors under the command 
of Joseph Whidbey.  The name is meant to imply that she seduced the sailors.  Henry’s sources for this 
account are Klukwan elder Joe Hatch and the notes, later entered in the ship’s logs, written by the ship’s 
physician Archibald Menzies.”  He adds that the cape is important to the Chilkoot people and was used as a 
fish camp.  Further, he wishes to “restore the original Tlingit name for the point. . . Lingit place names. . . 
are very descriptive.  This one word communicates the signature characteristics of that spot.  Seduction 
point does not, it could be any point and really the name is offensive since it acknowledges a very ugly 
crime that happened there by explorers along with many other similar crimes of that time.”  The Alaska 
Travel Journal of Archibald Menzies adds, “For some Tlingits today, the rocky point’s English name still 
evokes anger.” 
 
Other historical accounts question the origin of the name, suggesting that Capt. Vancouver gave it to the 
cape “to commemorate the ‘artful character of the Indians’ who ushered his sailors out of the aaní [land]”.   
 
The volume Haa Léelk'w Has Aaní Saax'u / Our Grandparents’ Names on the Land (Thornton, 2010) 
reported the Tlingit name of the cape as Ayiklutú, with the “uncertain, unconfirmed, or partial” translation 
of “Point inside of It.” 
 
Seduction Point has been labeled on Office of Coast Survey charts and USGS maps since 1883 and 1948, 
respectively.  It was also listed in Marcus Baker’s 1906 Geographic Dictionary of Alaska, with Seduction 
Tongue recorded as a variant.  Orth [ibid.] included the variants Mys Seduktion (Russian Hydrographic 
Department, 1848) and Mys Soblazna (Imperial Russian Navy, 1852). 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Change Squaw Lake (FID 638677) to Point Lake, Michigan 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.8161411&p_longi=-
83.298274&fid=638677 
 

 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Lake, a 30-acre lake in the Charter Township of Oxford in 
Oakland County, to Point Lake.  The lake, which is connected to Clear Lake, is part of a chain of lakes 
known unofficially as “Stringy Lakes” or “Stringy Lakes Chain.” 
 
The proponent states “Squaw is an offensive and derogatory term for a Native American woman.  The name 
should be changed to something not offensive.”  She describes the shape of the lake as “like an arrow 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.8161411&p_longi=-83.298274&fid=638677
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.8161411&p_longi=-83.298274&fid=638677
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pointing, with Clear Lake as the bottom of the arrow.”  Imagery shows that the “point” is in fact at the 
eastern end of adjacent Clear Lake. 
 

 
 
The name Squaw Lake has appeared on USGS maps since 1943.  It was labeled as such on the 2011 
USTopo map, but on the 2014 and 2017 editions it appeared as Tan Lake.  This is a misapplication by the 
National Hydrography Dataset; Tan Lake is a different lake further to the east. 
 
A 2017 Oakland County map collectively labels Squaw Lake, Clear Lake, Long Lake, and Cedar Lake as 
Squaw Lake. 
 
In voting to oppose the name change, the Township government noted that residents on the lake had 
expressed opposition during a public meeting.  The proponent of the change was advised of the township’s 
recommendation but did not respond. 
 

Change Squaw Cove (FID 872724) to Pocahontas Cove, New Hampshire 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.7839616&p_longi=-
71.5122972&fid=872724 
 

 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Town of Sandwich Board of Selectmen X

Carroll County Commissioners X
State Names Authority New Hampshire X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other Squam Lakes Conservation Society X

Lakes Region Conservation Trust X
Cowasuck Band of the Pennacook-Abenaki People (not federally recognized) X
Indigenous New Hampshire Collaborative Collective X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.7839616&p_longi=-71.5122972&fid=872724
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.7839616&p_longi=-71.5122972&fid=872724
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This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Cove, a 130-acre bay on Squam Lake in the Town of 
Sandwich in Carroll County, to Pocahontas Cove.  The proponent states, “Squaw is now considered a 
derogatory term” and “the name Pocahontas Cove would commemorate her contributions to the USA.”  
Pocahontas was a daughter of Chief Powhatan of the Powhatan alliance in present-day southeastern 
Virginia.  She was associated with the first permanent English colonial settlement at Jamestown. 
 
One of the earliest references to the name Squaw Cove is in an 1887 article in The Granite Monthly, titled 
“Asquam Lake and its Environs,” which reported, “Squaw Cove derives its name from the fact that 
formerly there stood upon one of the ledges of the cove a block of granite that bore a strong resemblance to 
the draped figure of a woman.”  One local legend tells the story of “a young woman named Amata who was 
married against her wishes to an old man named Mamon.  Amata loved a young man named Moowis who 
came to rescue her.  Mamon killed Moowis and Amita knelt to pray that her suffering be made an example 
for all to see, and she was turned to stone.”  A version of the legend included in the 1889 History of Carroll 
County, New Hampshire has the same story but different names:  the young woman is “Princess Suneta,” 
the old man is Waunega, and the young man is Anonis.  It is unknown if this legend comes from American 
Indian tradition or if it was developed by European settlers. 
 
The name Squaw Cove has appeared on USGS maps since 1928, but was no longer labeled on the first 
editions of USTopo maps.  The name was used as early as 1901 in the Laws of the State of New Hampshire 
and appears in present-day town, county, and State documents. 
 
The Squam Lakes Conservation Society stated, “We find it utterly unnecessary to waste time on such a 
frivolous matter, especially with a proposal that has no connection with the local native indian [sic] 
population and history. . . .  Squaw Cove was so named because of a rock formation in the narrows leading 
into the cove. It is well known by all locally. In our experience, it was not viewed in a derogatory manner. 
Furthermore, Pocahontas has no historical connection with this area.” 
 
The Cowasuck Band of the Pennacook-Abenaki People stated, “[We] are also extremely concerned about 
this poorly thought-out and racially insensitive effort.  The word ‘Squaw’ in the Abenaki language is not 
offensive to us in any way.  ‘Squaw’ (skwa) is a modifying adjective to make a word that refers to a 
‘woman.’” 
 
Finally, the Indigenous New Hampshire Collaborative Collective stated, “A unanimous consensus was 
made that the renaming of Squaw Cove to ‘Pocahontas Cove’ was racially and culturally offensive and as 
such should not go forward as considered.” 
 
In opposing the change, the New Hampshire Board on Geographic Names cited the recommendations of the 
town and the local native population.  
 
Many places in the U.S. outside Virginia have been named for Pocahontas, including Pocahontas County in 
West Virginia (established 1821); Pocahontas County and the City of Pocahontas in Iowa; Lake Pocahontas 
in New Jersey; the Village of Pocahontas in Illinois; the City of Pocahontas in Arkansas; Pocahontas, an 
unincorporated community in Mississippi; Pocahontas Creek in Maryland; Pocahontas Park in Minnesota; 
the Town of Pocahontas in Missouri; and Pocahontas, an unincorporated community in Tennessee.  There is 
no evidence that Pocahontas had any association with what would become the State of New Hampshire.  
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Change Dead Negro Draw (FID 1334143) to Buffalo Soldier Draw,  
McCrary Draw, or Shootout Valley, Texas 

(Review Lists 437, 438) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.0822369&p_longi=-
101.554274&fid=1334143 
 
Buffalo Soldier Draw: 

 
 
McCrary Draw and Shootout Valley: 

 
 
Three proposals were received to change the name of Dead Negro Draw, a three-mile-long valley that runs 
along the boundary of Garza County and Lynn County. 
 
The first proposal, for McCrary Draw, would commemorate Giles McCrary (1919-2011), who served as 
mayor of the City of Post from 1969 to 1991.  Post is located in Garza County, 12 miles to the northeast of 
the valley.  The proponent states that “allowing [the existing] name to continue as-is is at best outdated and 
allows hate speech to live on” and she wishes to change the name to honor “a respected local leader.” 
 
While serving as the Mayor of Post, the city’s citizens honored McCrary as Citizen of the Year in 1985.  He 
founded the OS Ranch Museum and Fine Art Gallery in Post and received the Founders Award from the 
National Ranching Heritage Center.  He was an Elder in the Presbyterian Church and a member of the local 
Masonic Lodge, Rotary Club, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
The second, submitted around the same time, would change the name to Shootout Valley.  The proponent 
stated, “the old name [sic] is offensive and racist” and “the new name conveys similar meaning but is not 
racist”; she did not comment on the change of generic from “Draw” to “Valley.” 
 
Both of these proponents were advised of the other application and asked if they wished to continue with 
their proposal; no replies were received, so the BGN staff proceeded with both proposals. 
 
The third proposal would change the name to Buffalo Soldier Draw and was submitted by the Lynn County 
Judge in response to the two earlier proposals.  The judge reported that as a young man he worked on a 
ranch located in the valley.  He initially responded that he “would prefer to keep it simple with minimal 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Garza County Commission X

Lynn County Commisison X
State Names Authority Texas X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Garza County Commission X

Lynn County Commisison X
State Names Authority Texas X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.0822369&p_longi=-101.554274&fid=1334143
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.0822369&p_longi=-101.554274&fid=1334143
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change and to not lose sight of the history of the draw. . . .  The proper renaming would be DEAD MAN 
DRAW.”  However, after conferring with the Garza County Judge, the Lynn County Judge stated, “After 
more research. . . we had agreed on the name change to be BUFFALO SOLDIER DRAW” to preserve the 
history of the valley.  According to local history, an expedition of Buffalo Soldiers from the 10th U.S. 
Calvary got lost in the Llano Estacado (between northwestern Texas and eastern New Mexico) while 
pursuing members of the Comanche Tribes during the Texas-Indian wars.  Four Buffalo Soldiers perished 
during the expedition, although it is not known precisely where they died.  
 
In 2005, the BGN approved the name Buffalo Soldier Hill to replace Dead Negro Hill in Roosevelt County, 
New Mexico, 100 miles to the northwest. 
 
The current name Dead Negro Draw has appeared on USGS maps since 1969.  The Handbook of Texas 
Online states that it was formerly known as Dead Nigger Creek, and this name was also listed in the 1919 
USGS Water-Supply Paper 448, “Gazetteer of Streams of Texas.”  There is no published evidence that the 
valley was ever named “Dead Nigger Draw,” although some online sources have reported this.  A 2011 
Newsweek article refers to a Texas location known as “Dead Nigger Draw,” but no specific details were 
provided. 
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Webb Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.716808&p_longi=-85.434061 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.723052&p_longi=-85.468865 
 

 
 
The new commemorative name Webb Creek is proposed for a 3.1-mile-long tributary of Mill Creek in 
Walker County.  The stream heads at an unnamed reservoir at the Dade County line and flows generally 
southeast through Hise Gulf. 
 
The name would commemorate John. G Webb (1919-2010), a World War II veteran who in the 1970s 
purchased a parcel of land in Hise Gulf and along the unnamed stream.  The proponent, a grandson of Mr. 
Webb, reports that his family has lived on the property since then.  Mr. Webb was the co-founder and long-
time chair of the McLemore Cove Preservation Society; McLemore Cove is a valley just east of the stream.  
The McLemore Cove Historic District is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Walker County Sole Commissioner X

Dade County Commissioners X
State Names Authority Georgia X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.716808&p_longi=-85.434061
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.723052&p_longi=-85.468865
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Freidhof Creek, Iowa 
(Review List 438) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.22882&p_longi=-92.28863 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.24917&p_longi=-92.27432 
 

 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Freidhof Creek to a 1.9-mile-long tributary of 
Crane Creek in Howard County.  The stream flows partly through the Crane Creek Wildlife Area, managed 
by the Howard County Conservation Board.   
 
The new name would honor the proponent’s grandfather, Vincent G. Freidhof (1919-1979), who acquired 
property near the head of the stream in 1957, which he farmed for the next 20 years.  Mr. Freidhof also 
served in the U.S. Army during World War II, and was employed as a local construction/carpentry laborer.  
The farm continues to be owned by the Freidhof family today and the proponent reports that they are 
restoring the stream’s natural habitat. 
 

Damon Lake, Michigan 
(Review List 436) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.198283&p_longi=-86.375415 
 

 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Damon Lake to a 14-acre unnamed lake in Hagar 
Township in Berrien County.  The name would honor the Damon family, who have owned the property 
since 1855.  Oscar Damon Sr. (1826-1924) came to Hagar Township in 1852, and according to the 
proponent, was known as “one of the honored pioneer settlers of Berrien County.”  He purchased 80 acres 
of unimproved land and developed a farm, where he cultivated the land and trapped various animals for 
their fur.  His son Oscar Damon Jr. (1885-1966) operated the farm before transitioning into politics in the 
1930s, during which time he served ten years on the Bundy School Board, followed by ten years as the 
Hagar Township highway commissioner.  He also served as the county drain commissioner and the register 
of deeds from 1932 to 1938.  Warren Damon (1921-1996) served for four years in the U.S. Navy and was 
employed as a foreman at V-M Corporation.  The Michigan Historical Commission presented the Damon 
family with a Centennial Farm Certificate in recognition of farms that have remained in the same family for 
100 years or more and which have contributed to Michigan’s agricultural development.  Damon Drive is a 
road near the feature; multiple parcels along the road are owned by members of the Damon family.   

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Howard County Board of Supervisors X
State Names Authority Iowa X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Hagar Township Board   X*

Berrien County Board of Commissioners     X
State Names Authority Michigan     X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes    X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.22882&p_longi=-92.28863
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.24917&p_longi=-92.27432
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.198283&p_longi=-86.375415
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In stating its support for the name, the township board added the caveat that it would not wish to incur any 
costs related to the naming. 
 

Change Fosdic Lake (FID 1336073) to Fosdick Lake, Texas 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.755182&p_longi=-
97.2586957&fid=1336073 
 

 
 
This proposal is to change the spelling of the name of Fosdic Lake, a 6.6-acre reservoir in Oakland Lake 
Park in the City of Fort Worth in Tarrant County, to Fosdick Lake.  According to the city government, the 
reservoir was created between 1909 and 1912 and the name honors Edwin E. Fosdick (1849-1915), an early 
Fort Worth resident and businessman.  Along with other individuals, he contributed funds to secure the first 
cotton mill in Fort Worth in 1890.  He is reported to have been the first to dam the creek in 1909, thus 
creating the reservoir so he could establish a new private country club on the property.  Fosdic Lake Dam is 
listed in GNIS. 
 
USGS topographic maps have labeled the feature Fosdic Lake since 1955, and the city’s website also uses 
that spelling.  However, the 1919 Annual Report of the Commissioner of Fisheries lists the name as Fosdick 
Lake.  A local newspaper, The Fort Worth Star-Telegram, published two articles referring to the feature as 
Fosdick Lake in 1927 and 1929.   
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Turtle Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 438) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.842565&p_longi=-84.313879 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.822889&p_longi=-84.304129 
 

 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Fort Worth City Council X

Tarrant County Commissioners X
State Names Authority Texas X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Chamblee City Council X

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners X
State Names Authority Georgia X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.755182&p_longi=-97.2586957&fid=1336073
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.755182&p_longi=-97.2586957&fid=1336073
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.842565&p_longi=-84.313879
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.822889&p_longi=-84.304129
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The new name Turtle Creek is proposed for a 1.7-mile-long tributary of North Fork Peachtree Creek in 
DeKalb County.  The mouth of the stream is in the City of Chamblee. 
 
The proponent, a teacher at Sagamore Hills Elementary School, which is adjacent to the stream, states that 
the name was chosen by the school’s students through a naming contest.  The students have been 
participating in the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream program with the DeKalb County Department of Watershed 
Management.  On the students’ first visit, they found a large snapping turtle, which inspired the name. 
 

Heritage Creek, Texas 
(Review List 438) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.23913&p_longi=-98.84728 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.25025&p_longi=-98.85479 
 

 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Heritage Creek for a one-mile-long tributary of Barons Creek in 
the City of Fredericksburg in Gillespie County.  The name is associated with Heritage Hill Country, a 
community through which the stream flows.  The proponent, who serves as director of the Heritage Hill 
Country Association, reports that the name has been used by the community for five years. 
 
A 2001 FEMA map labeled the stream as Barons Creek Tributary, while the 1997 Texas Water 
Development Board Flood Protection Planning Study for the Fredericksburg Area referred to it as Stream 
FB-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Fredericksburg City Council X

Gillespie County Commissioners Court X
State Names Authority Texas X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other Heritage Hill County Association X

Hill Country Underground Water Conservation District X
Texas House District 73 Representative X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.23913&p_longi=-98.84728
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.25025&p_longi=-98.85479
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Nason Bach and Wald Bach, Washington 
(Review List 432) 

Nason Bach: 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.769689&p_longi=-120.808659 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.771448&p_longi=-120.810397 
Wald Bach: 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.769155&p_longi=-120.808809 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.770799&p_longi=-120.808423 
 

 
* Contacted or received by Washington State Committee on Geographic Names (WSCGN) 
 
The new names Nason Bach and Wald Bach are proposed for two unnamed streams in Chelan County.   
The proposed Nason Bach is a 0.2-mile-long tributary of the proposed Wald Bach, which is 0.1 miles long 
and flows into Nason Creek.  The streams are located on property owned by the proponent, who states that 
“bach” and “wald” are German for “stream” and “forest,” respectively.  “Nason” is associated with nearby 
Nason Creek.  The proponent states that the names reflect the German theme of Leavenworth, a community 
located thirteen miles to the south-southeast.  
 
One email of support to the WSCGN stated, “Nason/Wald Bachs (when so named) would flow over land 
that is named ‘Nason Hof’ [presumably by the proponent].  ‘Nason Hof’, a German themed eco-friendly 
Gast-resort will have two 20’ flags poles visible from US-2.  One pole with the American flag; and the State 
flag of Washington hanging below it.  And on the other pole will fly the German national flag; and the flag 
of the State of Hessen below it.  There will be name placards denoting both Wald and Nason Bachs; they 
will be visible from US-2.” 
 
GNIS does not list any features with the generic “Bach.”  In addition to Nason Creek mentioned above, 
Nason Ridge, a community named Nason Creek, and a few related administrative features are nearby.  No 
nearby features have names that include the word “Wald.” 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Chelan County Board of Commissioners * X
State Names Authority Washington X
Federal Agency USFS X
Tribes X
Other Three Leavenworth-area residents * X

Nine Seattle-area residents * X
Chelan County Public Works * X
Chelan County Search and Rescue * X
City of Leavenworth * X
City of Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce * X
Greater Leavenworth Museum * X
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation * X
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation * X
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe * X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.769689&p_longi=-120.808659
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.771448&p_longi=-120.810397
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.769155&p_longi=-120.808809
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.770799&p_longi=-120.808423
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